
General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

Also available to adults  
(full-, part-time or distance education)   

O�cially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next
education level

18+ 13+

YEARS in E&T
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SECONDARY LEVEL
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AGE

ISCED 641 ISCED 641
ISCED
645 ISCED 747

ISCED 747

ISCED 746

ISCED 844

TERTIARY LEVEL

PhD programmes,
3 years

Master programmes,
2 years

Professionally
oriented

programmes,
4-6 years

Integrated
bachelor

and
master

programmes,
5 years

ISCED 344

ISCED 344

General
programme

8

9

13

14

15

ISCED 244

Second stage of the integrated primary 
and lower secondary programmes

Bridge course for
higher education access,

1 year

19

15 (*)20

18

17

1116
School-based programmes, WBL-20-35%School-based programmes, WBL-20-35%School-based programmes, WBL-20-35%School-based programmes, WBL-20-35%

Possible progression routes

Prior VET knowledge may be recognised
a�ecting programme duration 

Entry through validation of adults' prior
learning (formal/informal/non-formal) 

End of compulsory education

Giving access to tertiary education

Youth right: a statutory right
for three years of upper secondary
education over the first five years after
completing lower secondary education

Work-based learningWBL

 (*)

EQF 2

EQF 4

EQF 4

EQF 6-7 EQF 7

EQF 8

EQF 6-7

EQF 6
Bachelor programmes (BP),

3-4 years

ISCED 353

EQF 4

Trade or journeyperson certificate

 

EQF 4
Apprenticeship training,
WBL-100%, 2+2 years

School-based programmes, 
WBL 20-35%

ISCED 353

School-based programmes, 
WBL varies, 3 years 

ISCED 353

NB: ISCED-P 2011. 
Source: Cedefop, & Norwegian Directorate for Higher Education and Skills. (2023). Vocational education and training in Europe – Norway: system description. 
In Cedefop, & ReferNet. (2024). Vocational education and training in Europe: VET in Europe database – detailed VET system descriptions [Database]. 
www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/tools/vet-in-europe/systems/norway-u3

Higher VET 2 years, 
WBL varies

ISCED 554

EQF 5

Higher VET up to 1.5 years, 
WBL varies ISCED 454

EQF 5

POST-SECONDARY LEVEL

ADULT LEARNING/CONTINUING TRAINING 
(outside the school system)

Master craftsperson certificate programmes (**)

Competence
plus

Full-time 
introduction 
course for 

refugees and 
their family 
members 
(2 years)

Training for 
employees

Training for 
unemployed 

and other 
vulnerable 

groups

BP 1 year,

BP,
2 years

 (**) Trade or journeyperson certificate and 
several years of working experience 
required

Vocational education and training system chart: Norway


